
PAGE 8 — THE HENDERSON NEWS — Wednesday, August 12, 2020

A fun trendy 
boutique for 
regular and 

plus size ladies.
Shop 24/7 @ 

shopdeadwoodsouthboutique.com

903-392-2291
119 S Main • Henderson, TX 75654

SUPERCENTER
2121 Highway 79 S. • Henderson, TX 

903-657-5707
Fax: 903-657-6505     Tire & Lube Express: 903-657-4417

ALL OF THE SCHOOL-READY ESSENTIALS YOU NEED!

The best of the new books are at the 
Rusk County Library System with loca-
tions in Henderson, Overton, Mount 
Enterprise and Tatum.

“Cutthroats” by William W. John-
stone.  “Not every Western hero wears 
a white hat or a tin star. Most of them 

are just fighting to survive. Some 
of them can be liars, cheaters, 

and thieves. And then there’s a 
couple of old-time robbers named 

Slash and Pecos . . . After a lifetime 
of robbing banks and holding up 

trains, Jimmy “Slash” Braddock and 
Melvin “Pecos Kid” Baker are ready 

to call it quits, settle down” though 
not completely by choice. The youngest 

members of their old gang, the Snake 
River Marauders, sell them out to the 
law. Slash and Pecos have to bust out 
of jail themselves. Now they’re ready 
to leave their outlaw days behind them 

and start over where nobody knows 
them. To finance their retirement, 

they need to pull one last job . . . The 

New Books

Just  as the summer is 
starting to really heat up in 
Texas, it is time for children 
to go back to school. This year 
with COVID-19, going back to 
school will look a bit different.  
For those children who will be 
going back to in-person class-
es, it will be important to take 
precautions to make sure each 
trip is a safe one. Whether 
going to school as a pedestri-
an, bicyclist, bus rider, vehicle 
passenger or a new driver, fol-
low safety guidelines to avoid 
injuries.  Drivers also need to 
be vigilant because school chil-
dren can be very unpredict-
able. They are easily distracted 
and can often run into traf-
fic or out from behind parked 
cars. Looking out for children, 
rather than expecting them to 
look out for vehicles, is the 
best defense for drivers.

Although school buses are 
considered the safest mode of 
transportation to school, social 
distancing may reduce the 
number of children that can 
ride on busses and increase 
the number of pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and private vehicle 
commuters to school each day.  
Children may also be walk-
ing in single file instead of 
larger groups which may make 
it more difficult to notice them 
when they are crossing streets.

In 2018, according to the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT), there were 
765 traffic crashes in Texas 
school zones, resulting in 1 
death and 15 serious injuries. 
The most common causes for 
these crashes were failure to 
control speed, driver inatten-
tion, and failure to yield the 
right of way. In addition, last 
year there were 2,357 traffic 
crashes involving school buses 
in Texas, which resulted in 5 
fatalities and 42 serious inju-
ries. Speed and driver inatten-
tion also were the top factors 
in those crashes.

Whether it is a parents’ old-

est just start-
ing kindergar-
ten, or they’re 
taking that 
first trip to 
school in his 
or her own car, 
parents can 
play an impor-
tant role in 
keeping their 
children safe. 
For young chil-
dren, make sure they know the 
rules about school bus safety 
when it comes to boarding and 
getting off the bus. If trans-
porting children to school, 
remember that children under 
13 should always ride in the 
back seat in a car seat (includ-
ing a booster), or seat belt, 
depending on whether they fit 
properly in the seat belt.

Teen drivers and their 
parents should be aware of 
the Texas Graduated Driver 
License Law and the restric-
tions it puts in place, including 
no cell phone use and no more 
than one passenger under 21 
in the vehicle unless the pas-
senger is related to the driver. 
And, most importantly, always 
stress buckling up on every 
trip - even on those short trips 
to and from school!

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion-Rusk County reminds 
drivers and children to follow 
these safety tips from TxDOT 
to avoid needless tragedies.

Tips for Children Walking 
or Biking to School

* Always walk on side-
walks whenever they’re avail-
able.

* Cross the street at
intersections or marked cross-
walks. Look left, right, and left 
again               before proceed-
ing.

* Always obey crossing
guards.

* Make eye contact
with drivers before crossing 
the street. Never assume a 
driver sees you.

“           Look for traffic 
when stepping off a bus or 
from behind parked cars.

* Always wear a helmet
when riding a bicycle.

* Don’t be distracted
by electronic devices that take 
your eyes and ears off the road.

* Follow all traffic
rules, signs, and signals.

Tips for Driving in School 
Zones

* Stay alert and
put your phone away. Using 
a handheld electronic device 
while driving in                 an 
active school zone is against 
the law.

* Always obey
school zone speed limit signs. 
Remember: Traffic fines usu-
ally double in                   school 
zones.

* Drop off and pick up
your children in your school’s 
designated areas, not the mid-
dle of                   the street.

* Keep an eye on chil-
dren gathered at bus stops.

* Watch for chil-
dren who might dart across 
the street or between vehicles.

Tips for Drivers Sharing the 
Road with School Buses

* Never tailgate. Fol-
low at a safe distance, keep-
ing in mind that school buses 
make                           frequent 
stops.

* Stop for flashing red
lights or a stop sign on a school 
bus, regardless of which direc-
tion                   you’re headed. 
Continue your trip once the 
bus has moved, the flashing 
lights stop                           flash-
ing, or the bus driver signals 
it’s OK to pass.

* Violations can lead
to a fine up to $1,250 for a first 
offense.

Motorists can make a big 
difference by remembering 
to drive with extra caution 
when driving in and around 
school zones. Driving at slower 
speeds and paying extra atten-
tion may very well save a life!

COVID-19 Safety Tip - don’t let your guard down

LIZ 
BUCKNER
Extension Agent

Back to School Safety Tips for Motorists and Kids

and there 
will be 
zero call 
on the 
note. In 
e f f e c t , 
t h a t 
w o u l d 
m a k e 
it  an 
a d v a n c e 
on your 
i n h e r i -
t a n c e 
i n s t e a d 
of debt. 
Under no circumstances 
should they, or any other 
heirs, have grounds to call 
the note. 

That’s a good question, 
James. And a nice gift!

—Dave

Dear Dave,
I have a full-time job, but 

I also have a side job provid-
ing firewood to help pay off 
debt. I make $600 to $1,000 
a month with this project. 
My log splitter went down 
recently when a hydraulic 
line burst, and the machine 
caught on fire. I’m not sure 
how much it will cost to get it 
going again. Should I invest 
in a new one that will increase 
my productivity and help me 
pay off debt faster?

Chris

Dear Chris,
If I’m in your shoes, I’m 

going to fix the old one. Even 
it means duct tape and glue, 
I’m going to try to find a 
way to repair it instead of 
spending a bunch of money 
or going deeper into debt.

If you can’t do that at a 
reasonable price out of pock-
et, I’d be in the market for 
a decent, used log splitter. 
And pay cash! I get your line 
of thinking when it comes 
to increasing productivity. 
Splitting wood is real work. 
But don’t try to justify buying 
an expensive, new piece of 
equipment when it’s just not 
necessary.

If you’re making that much 
with a side hustle, you can 
make your money back on a 
used splitter in a month or 
two—three at the most. Be 
smart about it, Chris!  

—Dave
Dave Ramsey is CEO of 

Ramsey Solutions. He has 
authored seven best-selling 
books, including The Total 
Money Makeover. The Dave 
Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 16 million listen-
ers each week on 600 radio 
stations and multiple digital 
platforms. Follow Dave on the 
web at daveramsey.com and 
on Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

DAVE
RAMSEY

CEO of Ramsey
Solutions
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Two-time reigning Mello Yello 
Top Fuel Champion Steve Tor-
rence beat No.  1 qualifier Terry 
McMillen to win Sunday's Dodge 
Indy Nationals in Indianapolis.  It 
was the second win of the year for 
the Texan who moved up to sec-
ond place in Mello Yello points.


