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following safe-
ty tips to keep 
in mind during 
Halloween and 
all year long.

Tips for 
Motorists
• Avoid using

h a n d h e l d
e l e c t r o n i c
devices.

• R e m e m -
ber that as soon as you
step out of your car, you
become a pedestrian.

• Be especially alert for
all road users, including
pedestrians, at night.

• Slow down in areas where
pedestrians are likely to
be or where sight distanc-
es are limited. Keep your
windshield clean. Watch
for children walking on
roads, medians, and curbs.
Enter and exit driveways
carefully

• Be especially alert for
children darting out from
between parked vehicles
and from behind bushes
and shrubs. They’re excit-
ed – and they are not pay-
ing attention.

• Never drink and drive –
tonight or any night. If you
are partying, designate a
driver.
If you see a drunk driver

or impaired pedestrian on 
the road, contact local law 
enforcement.

Tips for Parents
• Adults should always 

accompany children and
supervise their “trick or
treat” activities.

• Teach children to “stop,
look left-right-left, and
listen” before they cross
the street.

• Use a flashlight, and wear
retro-reflective strips or
patches on your clothing
or costume to be more
visible to motorists.

• Be certain that the mask
does not obstruct vision
or hearing.

• Ensure that costumes do
not impede walking or
driving ability.

Tips for Pedestrians
(children and adults)
• Before crossing a street,

stop at the curb or edge
of the road and look left,
right, and left again to
be sure no cars are com-
ing. Continue to check for
traffic while on the street.

• Walk – never run – from
house to house or across
the road.

• Cross the street only at
intersections and cross-
walks.

• When crossing at an
intersection with a traf-
fic light, be sure to watch
for turning cars. Obey all
pedestrian signals.

• Walk on sidewalks when-
ever possible. If there are
no sidewalks, walk on the
left side of the street fac-
ing traffic.

Observing safety measures 
to protect from the virus is 
important, but don’t forget 
that by taking some extra 
time to make sure drivers, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists 
obey the rules, Halloween can 
be a safe time for all.

Halloween safety during the pandemic

LIZ 
BUCKNER
Extension Agent

Wear a Mask But Don’t Forget About Traffic Safety

b r o u g h t 
m o r e 
than a 
h u n d r e d 
lawsuits against over 
600 companies and indi-
viduals responsible for 
billions of illegal robo-
calls and other Do Not 
Call violations. There 
are harsh penalties for 
sellers and telemarket-
ers who break the rules.  
While this certainly will 
not eliminate all calls, 
you will receive fewer 
marketing calls, and it 
will be easier to identify 
the fraudulent ones. Call 
888-382-1222 or register
online at donotcall.gov.

• Hang up. If you answer a 
robocall, ignore recorded 
prompts to press digits on 
your telephone keypad to 
be taken off their calling 
list. If you press a key, it 
tells the scammers you 
have an active number. 
Your number will then be 
sold to other telemarket-
ers and the frequency of 
calls will increase. 

• Don’t answer. You may
consider not answering 
the phone at all. Allow 
the caller to leave a mes-
sage, then decide wheth-
er or not to return the 
call. 

• Adjust Your Phone 

Settings. It’s likely your 
phone provider already 
has some blocking capa-
bilities in place, howev-
er, you can also go into 
your phone settings and 
silence calls and text 
messages from callers 
who are not in your con-
tacts.

• Use a service. Your
phone carrier likely has
a robocall blocking ser-
vice available, and there
are several free and fee-
based apps available.
Remember to review the
privacy policy before
subscribing.

• Protect your Person-
al Information. Never
give your credit card
number or other personal
information in response
to an unsolicited tele-
phone call, email or per-
sonal message on your
social media profile from
someone that is soliciting
a donation.

For more tips on how to 
be a savvy business owner, go 
to bbb.org. To report fraudu-
lent activity or unscrupulous 
business practices, call BBB 
at 903-581-5704 or report it 
via BBB ScamTracker.

BBB is a nonprofit, busi-
ness-supported organization 
that sets and upholds high 
standards for fair and hon-
est business behavior. Visit 
bbb.org for more informa-
tion. There are over 100 local, 
independent BBBs across the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico, including BBB Serv-
ing Central East Texas, which 
was founded in 1985 and 
serves 19 counties.
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VISIT THE LONDON MUSEUM in 
New London to learn about the tragic 
explosion that destroyed the London 
school in March 1937, killing many 
students and teachers. Located on 
Texas Highway 42 across from West 
Rusk High School, the museum is 
open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Visit www.newlondonschool.org or 
call 903-895-4602.

GASTON MUSEUM revisits life 
in the East Texas Oil Field from 
the early 1930s-late 1960s. The 
museum is located at 6562 Texas 
Highway 64 W. Visit <www.gaston-
museum.org>. Call 903-812-1794, 
903-863-2108 or Jim Stroud 903-
392-8786 to schedule a tour. By
appointment only.

Halloween is coming soon, 
and this year COVID-19 
will surely make it different 
for many trick-or-treaters. 
While protection from the 
virus will be on most parents’ 
minds, if they are allowing 
children to go out to trick 
or treat it is also important 
to protect them as they walk 
or ride bicycles on the side-
walks and roadways. Motor-
ists and pedestrians can take 
steps to make this year’s Hal-
loween a safe one.  Although 
Halloween comes before the 
change back to standard time 
this year, the days are getting 
shorter, and the nights are 
getting longer. With shorter 
days comes more night driv-
ing.  Because nighttime driv-
ing is more dangerous, it 
requires extra attention from 
motorists as well as pedes-
trians.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
reports that nearly two-thirds 
of all fatal pedestrian crashes 
occur in low-light conditions.  
The large number of young 
pedestrians out on Halloween 
evening makes this an espe-
cially dangerous time. Here is 
a scary fact from the National 
Safety Council, children are 
more than twice as likely to 
be hit by a car and killed on 
Halloween than on any other 
day of the year. With social 
distancing, children walking 
in smaller groups may make 
it even more difficult for 
them to be seen by drivers.

That’s why Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Rusk 
County reminds motorists, 
parents and children of the 


