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STAFF REPORT


U.S. Attorney General Merrick 
B. Garland released the Justice
Department’s new National Strat-
egy to Combat Human Trafficking
pursuant to the Justice for Vic-
tims of Trafficking Act, 34 U.S.C. §
20711(a).


Rooted in the foundational pil-
lars and priorities of the interagen-
cy National Action Plan to Combat 


Human Trafficking, which President 
Biden released on Dec. 3, 2021, 
the Justice Department’s National 
Strategy is expansive in scope. It 
aims to enhance the department’s 
capacity to prevent human traffick-
ing; prosecute human trafficking 
cases, and support and protect 
human trafficking victims and sur-
vivors.


“Human trafficking is an insidi-
ous crime,” said Attorney General 


Garland. “Traffickers exploit and 
endanger some of the most vulner-
able members of our society and 
cause their victims unimaginable 
harm. The Justice Department’s 
new National Strategy to Combat 
Human Trafficking will bring the 
full force of the Department to this 
fight.”


Among other things, the Justice 
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Attorney General Merrick B. Garland announces Justice 
Department strategy to combat human trafficking
Department strategy supports a National action plan to combat human trafficking


STAFF REPORT


Governor Greg Abbott 
delivered remarks at a 
border security briefing 
in Weslaco attended by 
eleven state attorneys gen-
eral from across the nation. 
Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton and Texas 
Department of Public Safe-
ty Director Steve McCraw 


Governor Abbott delivers remarks at
border security briefing in Weslaco


STAFF REPORT


The man who sold Malik Faisal Akram the 
gun he used to kidnap hostages in a Texas 
synagogue in mid-January has been 
charged with a federal firearm crime, 
announced United States Attorney 
for the Northern District of Texas 
Chad E. Meacham.


Henry “Michael” Dwight Wil-
liams, 32, was charged Tuesday 
via criminal complaint with being 
a felon in possession of a firearm. 
He made his initial appearance before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Renée H. Toliver 
in the Northern District of Texas Wednesday 


afternoon. A detention hearing was set for 
Monday, Jan. 31. 


“Federal firearm laws are designed to keep 
guns from falling into dangerous hands. As a 


convicted felon, Mr. Williams was pro-
hibited from carrying, acquiring, or 


selling firearms. Whether or not he 
knew of his buyer’s nefarious intent 
is largely irrelevant — felons cannot 
have guns, period, and the Justice 
Department is committed to pros-
ecuting those who do,” said U.S. 


Attorney Chad E. Meacham. “We are 
grateful to the many officers and agents 


Man who sold pistol used in synagogue 
hostage crisis federally charged


STAFF REPORT


“These folks on the left 
don’t want him to be succeed-
ed by another principled jurist 
who evaluates cases based 
on the law and the facts. 
They want a partisan who will 
deliver sure political wins. Our 
nation does not need a radi-
cal ideologue serving on the 
highest court in the land.”


U.S. Senator John Cornyn 
(R-TX) discussed his hopes for 


President Biden’s nominee to 
fill retiring Justice Stephen 
Breyer’s seat on the Supreme 
Court. 


“President Biden could 
select an individual whose 
stellar credentials and experi-
ence are matched by a deep 
respect for the rule of law 
and the Constitution. He 
could nominate someone who 
agrees that Supreme Court 
justices are meant to act as 
umpires, not as players in the 
game.”


“Of course, there is anoth-
er path, one that was cleared 
and paved by the radical left. 
The President could listen to 
the liberal activists who want 
to select somebody who will 
deliver partisan wins regard-
less of the facts. He could 
nominate someone who would 
attempt to use the position on 
the Supreme Court to rule 
based on personal policies or 
preferences rather than what 


Cornyn urges Biden not to bow to 
radical left on SCOTUS nominee


STAFF REPORT


Rusk County’s very own 
County Extension Agent, Liz 
Buckner, has been awarded 
the Superior Service Award, 
the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension’s highest honor, for 
her hard work within the com-
munity. 


Members of the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice faculty, from all across 
the state, received the agen-
cy’s Superior Service Award 
during the January 28 cer-


Local Extension Agent receives 
Superior Service Award


COURTESY PHOTOS
Extension Agent Liz 


Buckner received 
the Superior Service 


Award  at the Jan. 28 
ceremony.
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On Thursday, the Tyler
Junior College Wind Ensem-
ble will give its East Texas
audience a preview of their
upcoming performance at 
next week’s Texas Music Edu-
cators Association Convention 
in San Antonio.


The concert is set for 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 3, in the
Rogers Palmer Performing
Arts Center on the TJC main
campus. Admission is free.


TJC is the first junior/com-
munity college group in the
102-year history of TMEA to
be invited to perform a fea-
tured concert. TMEA is an
annual convention of Texas
elementary through college
music programs, including 
band, choir, orchestra and 
elementary music. It is one of 
the largest such gatherings in
the country and attracts some 
10,000 active music educators 
and about 30,000 attendees 
from across the nation and 
around the world each year.


“This is a program of chal-
lenging and exciting literature,
and we’re thrilled to share it 
with our TJC and East Texas
friends before we take it to


• Melissa High School Fine
Arts Facility


3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 6
• Lindale ISD Performing


Arts Center
7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 7
• Royse City ISD Perform-


ing Arts Center
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8
The group has been hard 


at work with rehearsals for the
past several months.


“This has been fun but
also really intense,” said flute
player Bree Williams, a sopho-
more music major from Mine-
ola. “We’ve been working for
this since before I got here 
in Spring 2019. We actually
qualified to go in 2021; but 


Texas residents vaccinated stands at 
74.28%. More than 7,078 Rusk County 
residents have taken additional doses of 
the COVID-19 vaccine.


Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
(TDCJ) reported three active offender
cases within East Texas Treatment Facility, 
while Billy Moore Correctional Center and 
Bradshaw State Jail reported one. ETTF 
reported 22 employees testing positive 
for COVID-19 while BMCC reported nine, 
with none at Bradshaw.


ETTF reported having three offenders 
in medical isolation and 157 on medical 
restriction. BMCC reported one offender 
in medical isolation and none on medical 
restriction, while Bradshaw reported hav-
ing one offender in medical isolation and 


none on medical restriction.
ETTF reported a facility vaccination


rate of 63.30%, with BMCC continuing to 
report a higher than 70% vaccination rate, 
and Bradshaw State Jail facility reported 
an 18.98% vaccination rate. 


From facilities across the state, TDCJ 
reported 1,391 active offender cases, 
a decrease of 222 from Wednesday’s 
reported total of 1,613, and 4,328 active 
employee diagnoses, an increase of 32 
from the 4,296 in the last report.


Confirmed COVID-related deaths with-
in correctional facilities across the state 
remained at 231, with those presumed to 
be COVID-related resting at eight. A total 
of 59 cases are pending cause of death 
investigations. Employee deaths due to 


presumed COVID diagnosis remained at 
78 throughout state facilities. As COVID 
numbers rise within facilities statewide, 
TDCJ has placed five units on precaution-
ary lockdown. 


As the COVID-19 crisis continues to 
evolve, DSHS attempts to disperse the 
most accurate and timely information. 
TDCJ provides a daily update on testing 
and reported positive results and deaths 
due to COVID-19.


To view regularly updated informa-
tion, Texas Department of Criminal Jus-
tice COVID-19 updates can be found at 
https://tdem.maps.arcgis.com, and DSHS 
information is available on their COVID-
19 dashboard at www.txdshs.maps.arcgis.
com.
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ty
Harassment/Bond Forfeiture, Upshur County
Insurance Fraud, Henderson County
All the crimes were committed in September and October 


2021. The arrest was the culmination of a lengthy investigation 
led by Hand.


The special ranger would like to acknowledge the assistance 
of the following agencies and departments: Shelby County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, Upshur County District Attorney’s Office, 
Rusk County Sheriff’s Office, and Texas Department of Public 
Safety troopers.


Robinson’s bonds are pre-set at $267,000. The bonds on the 
three Shelby County felony warrants will be set upon his arraign-
ment there. The investigation continues with other charges pos-
sible. Upon conviction, the Theft of Livestock charge in Texas 
carries a penalty range of 2 to 10 years in state prison and/or a 
$10,000 fine.


At this time, Robinson remains in custody.
Hand said this case is a good reminder it’s important for any 


livestock business to maintain good, clear accounting records 
and never accept partial payment.


“But if something goes sideways,” he said, “TSCRA can step 
in to help. We’ve been doing it since 1877.”


Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association’s special 
rangers are an elite group of law enforcement officers who have 
extensive knowledge of the cattle industry. While they primarily 
investigate cattle theft and other agricultural crimes, they are 
well-trained in all facets of law enforcement. In all, the associa-
tion has 30 special rangers stationed throughout Texas and Okla-
homa who are commissioned through the Texas Department of 
Public Safety or Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation.


The special rangers also oversee more than 80 market inspec-
tors who collect data, such as brands and other identifying marks 
on about 5 million cattle sold at 100 Texas livestock markets each 
year. That information is entered into the association’s recording 
and retrieval system, which is a vital tool for law enforcement 


when investigating theft cases.
For more news releases and information, visit tscra.org.
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emony in Bryan-College Station.
Buckner, a family and community health agent, formed the 


Rusk County Leadership, Encouraging, Activity, and Nutrition, 
L.E.A.N., Coalition in 2005. This volunteer-led group’s mission
is chronic disease prevention through education and aware-
ness on physical activity, nutrition, and other behaviors for
optimum health.


In 2016, Buckner adopted the agency’s “Learn, Grow, Eat 
and Go!” program targeting third-grade youth, combining 
academic achievement, gardening, nutrient-dense food expe-
riences, physical activity, and school and family engagement. 
This began a journey to build a sustainable nutrition and gar-
den program now in its fifth successful year in five of the eight 
Rusk County schools.


“The Superior Service Award is the agency’s highest award, 
recognizing personnel who provide outstanding performance 
in education or other services to the organization and Texas 
residents, said Rick Avery, Ph.D., interim director for AgriLife 
Extension, Bryan-College Station.


“These award winners are to be commended for the exem-
plary work they do each day to improve the lives of Texans, 
both in their respective counties and across the state,” Avery 
said. “Their educational outreach and technical assistance help 
Texans meet society’s challenges as well as their individual 
needs. We are incredibly thankful for their service.”





