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TO ALL RUSK COUNTY BOYS AND GIRLS, 
We prefer letters to be typed and emailed to managingeditor@thehendersonnews.com

Santa Letters need to be received by Santa no later than 
Thursday, December 5th at 5 p.m.

Santa Letters will be printed in The Henderson News on 
Wednesday, December 25th, 2019. 

SCHOOLS: Please send your Santa Letters in a digital format. 

• One count of ID theft;
• One count of terroristic

threat;
• One count of illegal hunting;
• One count of criminal mis-

chief;
• One count of gunshots;
• One count of missing per-

son;
• One count of criminal tres-

pass;
• One count of attempted bur-

glary;
• One count of scam; and
• One count of animal cruelty.

Felonies
• Vehicle stolen reported

6:53 p.m. Saturday on County 
Road 487;

• Burglary of habitation
reported 6:56 a.m. Monday on 
Lake Cherokee;

• Burglary of building
reported 2:42 p.m. Monday in 
the 8500 block of Farm to Mar-
ket 1251; and

• Buglary of a vehicle report-
ed 8:21 p.m. Monday in the 
400 block of Whitney; and

Jail Count
• As of 5 a.m., Tuesday, there

were 102 inmates housed in the 
Rusk County Justice Center. 

If you have information that 
might lead to the solving of a 
crime, call Crime Stoppers at 
(903) 655-TIPS or (903) 655-
8477. You will remain anony-
mous, will not have to testify
in court and could receive a
reward up to $1,000.
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The holiday season is a 
time in which traditions are 
continued and hopefully new 
traditions are created. One 
form of holiday tradition 
has to do with the meals and 
serving dishes. Everyone has 
special dishes that are only 
used during this time of the 
year, and because of that fact, 
it is a good idea to double 
check these serving dishes 
and other tableware to make 
sure they are safe.

For years lead has been 
an ingredient in the glaze, 
or coating on ceramic bowls, 
dishes, and pitchers. With 
proper firing, or heating in 
a kiln, glazes with lead are 
safe. However, when dishes 
are fired incorrectly or when 
copper is added to the glaze, 
hazardous amounts of lead 
can transfer from dishes into 
the food.

Lead is harmful to health, 
collecting in bones and some 
soft tissues. Among other 
problems, lead poisoning 
can cause learning disabili-
ties, organ damage, and even 

death. Chil-
dren and preg-
nant women 
are particu-
larly sensitive 
to the toxic 
effects of lead.

In order to 
be sure dish-
es are safe 
enough for 
food, review 
the follow-
ing guide-
lines: Inspect the surfaces of 
ceramic dishes. The surface 
that contacts food should be 
smooth and shiny, not rough 
or painted on top of the glaze. 
Check both sides of dishes, 
bowls, and pitchers. If dishes 
have the following written 
“Not for Food Use” or “For 
Decorative Purposes Only”, 
do not use it for food. Do not 
store food in ceramic dishes 
or leaded crystal. Lead can 
leach out when acidic foods 
and beverages such as coffee, 
tomato juice, fruit, or wine 
come in contact with glaze 
or leaded crystal over time. 

Beware of ceramic ware made 
by untrained potters. For the 
most part, today’s hobbyist 
are well aware of the prob-
lems of lead glazes. Beware 
of ceramic ware brought back 
from foreign travel and of 
older dishes imported before 
government monitoring. And 
finally, to check your own 
dishes, purchase a lead-test 
kit. Hardware stores and 
hobby stores are the best 
place to find the kit.

Again, this is just simply 
good information to remem-
ber and be mindful of not 
only while enjoying the hol-
iday season but also while 
preparing for parties to cel-
ebrate the new year. 

Educational programs of 
the Texas A&M Extension 
Service are open to all people 
without regard to race, color, 
sex, religion, national origin, 
age, disability, genetic infor-
mation or veteran status. 

Extension programs serve 
people of all ages regardless 
of socioeconomic levels, race, 
color, sex, religion, disability or 
national origin. 

Be cautious when using your 
holiday decorative dishes 

LIZ 
BUCKNER
Extension Agent

Amy Blackwell, author of ‘Testimony I Never Wanted’,  and Mark Dickson, director of 
Right to Life East Texas, attended the Mt. Enterprise City Council meeting held Tues-
day, Dec. 3. in an effort to push the Sanctuary City for the Unborn ordinance. 

• Use a real Christmas tree.
An easy way to create a pine-
like scent indoors is to select 
a real Christmas tree. Ask the 
tree farm which varieties are 
the most fragrant. If a fresh 
tree is not possible, fill a deco-
rative basket with pine cones 
and evergreen boughs for that 
woodsy appeal.

• Create a seasonal scented
simmer. Take to the stove to 
make a homemade air infu-

sion from ingredients in and 
around the house. Simmer pine 
branches, citrus peels, vanilla, 
nutmeg, cinnamon, and what-
ever else can be placed in a pot 
or slow cooker with water. The 
scents will permeate the house 
for hours if enough water is 
added to the mixture.

• Make holiday sachets.
Some of the same ingredients 
for the holiday simmer can be 
dried and sewn into sachets. 
Add ribbon and hang on real 
or artificial trees. Or tuck the 
pouches into various areas 
around the house.

• Experiment with scented
candles. Scented candles can 
be found at various stores dur-
ing the holiday season. Select 
among popular holiday aromas 
like pine, cinnamon, apples, 
and Christmas cookie varieties. 

• Utilize essential oils. Natu-
ral food stores and other retail-
ers may sell essential oils, which 
can be diluted and sprayed on 
surfaces or into the air. Exer-
cise caution around upholstery, 
or test for staining before use. 

• Spend more time in the
kitchen. Add delicious scents 
to the home by way of freshly 
baked goods or holiday meals. 
Nothing beats the smell of 
cookies right out of the oven, 
and the scents can linger for 
hours.

• Make beeswax ornaments.
Add scented oils to melted 
beeswax and pour into molds. 
Hang these creations as orna-
ments on trees or in other areas 
of the home.

• Craft some “gingerbread”
ornaments. A mixture of cinna-
mon, applesauce and glue can 
be used to make ornaments or 
gift tags that resemble ginger-
bread cookies, and these orna-
ments have more staying power 
than actual cookies.

• Design a pretty pomander.
Stud an orange with cloves. Cut 
off the top of the orange and 
hollow out a place for a small 
tea light. The warmth of the 
flame will produce more scent.

Rich and inviting aromas 
can fill a home with the holiday 
spirit.

From the web
MOST READ

The most popular stories at 
thehendersonnews.com for the 
week of Dec. 1:

1.Pre-dawn structure fire
2.Riders for Christ Drill Team
3.Response to HIM needs

overwhelming
4.Jimmy Earl Skinner
5.Separate accidents claim

the lives of two


