
A celebration honoring the 
life of Jean R. Bradshaw, 82, of 
New London, will be conducted 
at 2 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 
13, 2019, at London Baptist 
Church, New London, Texas, 
with Reverend Wesley Wyatt, 
Reverend Randy Sceroler and 
Parker Mizell officiating. Ser-
vices will be under direction of 
Cottle-Pearson Funeral Home, 
Overton, Texas. Private Burial 
will be in Williams Cemetery, 
Hwy 64 E, Tyler, Texas.

Mrs. Bradshaw went home 
to be with her Lord and Sav-
ior, Saturday, Nov. 9, 2019. 
She was surrounded by fam-
ily where she wanted to be in 
her most beloved home in New 
London, Texas, the home of the 
West Rusk Raiders. She spent 
her life loving unconditionally 
and giving love and time to all 
she knew. She was born August 
17, 1937 in Tyler to the late 
James Elwood and Sally Orene 
Reagan Rayford. She graduated 
from Tyler High School in 1955. 
Jean received an Associate 
Degree from Tyler Jr. College 
where she was a member of the 
Apache Belles. She attended 
Stephen F. Austin University 
where she received a Bachelor 
of Science in Education, as well 
as a Masters of Education. She 
and Coach Bradshaw moved 
to New London in 1967 where 
she was a devoted elementary 
teacher at West Rusk ISD for 
36 years. New London was her 
home for 52 years. She was a 
faithful member of the Lon-
don Baptist Church, London 
Baptist Church Choir, Sunday 
school teacher, member of sev-

eral church 
committees, 
and taught 
Bible School. 
She was a 
member of 
Delta Kappa 
G a m m a 
teacher orga-
nization, as
well as a City 
of New Lon-

don councilwoman for 13 years.
Mrs. Bradshaw was preceded 

in death by her parents, James 
Elwood and Sally Orene Rea-
gan Rayford. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her husband 
of 53 years, Bruce Bradshaw on 
Jan. 17, 2010; her father-in-law 
and mother-in-law, Marvin and 
Beatrice Bradshaw; brother-
in-law, Bill Bradshaw; sister-
in-law, Sandra Bradshaw; and 
nephew, Mike Bradshaw.

She is survived by her devot-
ed daughters and two sons-
in-law, Bitsy and Gary Jeffers 
of New London, Texas; Julie 
and Bullet Watson of Katy, 
Texas, and Jamie Bradshaw 
of New London, Texas; seven 
grandchildren, Dylan and wife 
Christina Watson of Simonton, 
Texas; Dalton Watson of Katy, 
Texas; Jordan and wife Brianna 
Jeffers of Charleston, SC; Mal-
lory and Kyle Mead of Humble, 
Texas; Tyler and Jenessa Wilks 
of Midland, Texas; Talon and 
Tate Winings of New London, 
Texas; and Miguel and Alex-
is Flores of Simonton, Texas; 
four great grandchildren, Nina 
Watson, Leighton, Preslee, and 
Noah Wilks; a brother-in-law, 
Jerry and wife, Connie Brad-
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It has been 19 years since 
Texas could claim a day 
where there were no fatali-
ties on our roads. The fatali-
ties add up to nearly 70,000 
people killed on Texas road-
ways over the past 19 years. 
Every day in Texas nearly 
10 people are killed in traf-
fic crashes. According to the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) the lead-
ing causes of these deadly 
crashes continue to be failure 
to stay in one lane, alcohol 
and speed. TxDOT is pro-
moting the “End the Streak” 
campaign to help end motor 
vehicle fatalities in Texas.

What if we all drove like 
the driver we would want in 
front of us, beside us and in 
back of us. Ending this streak 
of needless tragedy on Texas 
roadways is a shared respon-
sibility.

What if for one day every-
one took responsibility for 
themselves and their friends 
and there were no drunk driv-
ers on our roads.  And there 
was not one person driving 
somewhere to drink without 
a plan for a sober ride home 
— and no underage drunk 
drivers were to be found any-
where.

What if there were no dis-
tracted drivers on the road. 

No teens were 
riding with 
other teens, 
which is the 
main source 
of their dis-
tractions and 
against the 
law according 
to the Gradu-
ated Driver 
License Law. 
What if no 
youth or adult was driving 
while using a cell phone and 
totally concentrating on their 
driving.

What if there was no driver 
speeding down the road and 
all were driving within the 
speed limit, including slow-
ing down for construction 
and emergency vehicles, and 
driving more slowly and cau-
tiously when weather condi-
tions are bad.

What if we all took time 
to put on our seatbelts and 
make sure that all of our pas-
sengers were also buckled 
up.  And, that all children 
were riding in the correct car 
seat for their age, weight and 
developmental stage. What if 
the car seat had been inspect-
ed by a certified child passen-
ger safety technician to make 
sure it was being used cor-
rectly and installed correctly.

What if there were no 
drowsy drivers on the road 
and every driver, including 
commercial drivers, made 
sure they were well rested 
and prepared for the trip.

What if every driver made 
sure their vehicle and tires 
were in good condition and 
everyone drove defensively 
and civilly so that every car 
was treated as if the lives of 
the people inside were impor-
tant. What if all drivers were 
looking out for each other.

What if all of these things 
could be done on the same 
day and Texas could once 
again enjoy a day where there 
was not one fatality on our 
roads? Then, we could put an 
end to this terrible streak of 
roadway deaths in Texas — 
and it would bear repeating!

Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Rusk County reminds 
motorist that these do not 
have to be just rhetorical 
questions. For information on 
the End the Streak campaign 
visit: http://www.txdot.gov/
inside-txdot/media-center/
psas/end-streak.html

Extension programs serve 
people of all ages regardless of 
socioeconomic levels, race, color, 
sex, religion, disability or nation-
al origin. 

Ending the streak 

LIZ 
BUCKNER
Extension Agent


