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Rusk County 

The	members	of	Texas	A&M	AgriLife	will	provide	equal	opportunities	in	programs	and	activities,	education,	and	employment	to	all	persons	regardless	of	
race,	color,	sex,	religion,	national	origin,	age,	disability,	genetic	information,	veteran	status,	sexual	orientation	or	gender	identity	and	will	strive	to	achieve	
full	and	equal	employment	opportunity	throughout	Texas	A&M	AgriLife.	The	Texas	A&M	University	System,	U.S.	Department	of	Agriculture,	and	the	County	

Commissioners	Courts	of	Texas	Cooperating 

......Fall is the perfect time to 
perform soil tests on your 
lawn, garden, pasture or  
hayfield. It is also a good 
time to apply limestone to 
raise pH if needed. Soil test 
kits are available upon  
request from the Extension 
Office at 113 East Fordall 
Street, Henderson, Texas 
75652. Call (903) 657-0376 
for more details. Most  
typical soil tests costs  
around $13 and we are  
available to assist in inter-
preting the results once you 
receive them from the  
laboratory 

Cattle Industry Will Feel the Loss of  Tyson Plant 
     The Article, In-Part, States ... 
 
The fire at the Tyson Fresh Meats plant in Holcomb, Kan., will stress an already 
delicate balance between a relatively stable fed processing capacity and growing fed 
cattle supply over the last several years. It will likely take months for the plant to 
become operational once again. 

 
The historical significance of this event has the potential to be remembered like 
other major challenges endured by the beef industry. The level of price correction 
that could come in the cattle market may be significant as cattle producers will need 
to incentivize existing packers increase the utilization of more limited shackle space. 

 
  The poten al market influence from this packing plant closure cannot be 
  understated today: 
  . The ca le feeding segment will lose currentness during the next several  
    months. 
  . All classes of ca le will see more price risk than originally thought as a result  
    of this event. 
  . Ca le feeders will lose market leverage – resul ng in lower fed ca le prices 
    and weaker demand for feeder ca le and calves. 
  . Nego ated cash trade will get smaller in the near term as feeders work to 
    ensure access to shackle space to harvest ca le slaughter. 
 

You can access the en re ar cle on the Rusk County AgriLife Extension Ag Facebook Page 
Call the Extension Office if you prefer a mailed copy of the Ar cle 

 

     Jamie Sugg 
     County Extension Agent‐ 
          Agriculture  
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A fairly new pest in bermudagrass pasture…………  

(as if Grasshoppers and Fall Armyworms weren’t enough) 
	

The bermudagrass stem maggot (Atherigona reversura), a pest of bermudagrass 
forage in Texas has been reported annually since 2012. The fly (yellow with black 
head) lays its eggs within the stem of the bermudagrass plant. Once the egg hatch-
es the larva, or maggot, (white with black head, 1/8” – 3/16” long) moves to the 
last plant node and consumes the plant material within the stem. This stem dam-
age results in the death of the top two to three leaves while the rest of the plant 
remains green. This gives a stand of bermudagrass the appearance of frost dam-
age. The amount of damage seems to be dependent on growing conditions as well 
as the point during regrowth when the flies lay their eggs. 

Most producers will typically see the resulting damage before finding the pest. 
Producers are less likely to see damage in a grazing pasture since livestock will 
keep forage grazed down.  

Management recommendations for hay meadow damage are to harvest hay as 
soon as possible to reduce the yield impact. If damage is found within 1 week of 
the normal harvest stage, proceed to harvest the crop as soon as weather condi-
tions allow. Once the damage becomes apparent, the crop is unlikely to add a sig-
nificant amount of yield. If damage is observed within 1 to 3 weeks after a har-
vest, it is also likely that the crop will not add a significant amount of yield. The 
damaged crop should be cut and baled and removed from the field as soon as 
weather conditions allow. Leaving the damaged crop in the field will only com-
pete with any attempts by the plant to regrow and decrease the opportunity that 
the next cutting will have to accumulate dry matter. 

 

A foliar application of any pyrethroid (beta-cyfluthrin, cyfluthrin,  
lambda-cyhalothrin and zeta cypermethrin) insecticide labeled for  

bermudagrass can control the bermudagrass stem maggot. 
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BQA  TIP-OF-THE-MONTH – HAY TESTING 
 
Hay testing is important to determine what if any supplementation is needed. Hay quality can vary  
tremendously so each load or cutting should be tested. Use a hay probe to collect samples from  
approximately 10% of the bales from each cutting. At minimum, hay should be tested for content of 
TDN (total digestible nutrients) and CP (crude protein). The appropriate tests can change depending on 
hay species, nitrate concerns, or if the hay was baled too wet. So, before sending samples to the lab, visit 
with a nutritionist for lab recommendations and the appropriate tests for your hay sample. 
 
(From Jason Banta, Ph. D., jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu , Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Beef Quality  
Assurance Coordinator) 
 

 

PUBLIC  ATTITUDES  ON  GENETIC  ENGINEERING  OF  ANIMALS 
 
The non-profit, non-partisan, Pew Research Center surveyed attitudes on genetic engineering. Those 
polled were asked to express either “taking technology too far” or “appropriate use of technology” for 
use in five areas as stated below, with percentages of responses in parentheses: 
-     In mosquitoes to prevent spread of disease by limiting their reproduction (70% appropriate use, 29%  
      too far); 
-     In animals to grow organs/tissues for humans needing a transplant (57% appropriate use, 41% too   
      far); 
-     In animals to increase protein production leading to more nutritious meat (43% appropriate use, 55% 
      too far); 
-     In a closely related species to bring back an extinct animal (32 % appropriate use, 67% too far); 
-     In aquarium fish to cause them to glow (21% appropriate use, 77% too far). 
For all five areas: 
-     a higher percentage of men than women said a use is appropriate; 
-     as level of scientific knowledge increased more responded a use is appropriate; 
-     as level of religiosity increased more responded a use is too far. 
As might be expected, those opposed to use of animals for research were more likely to indicate a partic-
ular use for genetic engineering is taking technology too far. Of those indicating a use is too far, the most 
frequent reasons were, “Messing with nature and the natural balance of things” or “Messing with God’s 
plan”. For the one question directly affecting meat animal production the responses were close to being 
evenly divided. 
 
(Pew Research Center, Aug. 2018. “Most Americans Accept Genetic Engineering of Animals That Ben-
efits Human Health, but Many Oppose Other Uses”.) 

 
TARIFFS  ON  U.S.  BEEF 
 
How widespread are tariffs on U. S. beef? The U. S. Meat Export Federation lists tariffs imposed on  
U. S. beef by 53 countries. (The European Union, with 28 members, is considered as one country in the 
USMEF report.) Of those 53 countries, 17 do not impose tariffs on U. S. beef, in some cases due to mu-
tual free trade agreements. There are 36 countries that impose tariffs; 6 of those do not exact a tariff on 
U. S. Choice or Prime grades, largely because the country does not produce much product of that quality 
so it does not compete with their domestic product. Tariffs range from as low as 2% (Honduras) to 50% 
(Thailand). However, some countries have triggering quota levels, based on total weight of product im-
ported, above which rates can be considerably higher. Some tariffs have increased in recent months with 
retaliatory responses to U. S. actions on trade; for instance, on July 6 China increased its tariff from 12% 
to 37%. Time will tell what if any changes happen on tariffs, and how U. S. producers will be affected. 
(www.usmef.org) 
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By Roert Wells-Noble 
Foundation 
 
The past fewyears have seen a 
dramatic downturn in calf 
prices from historic highs to 
the lowest prices in four or 
five years. Unfortunately, 
some input prices are slow to 
come down while other inputs 
still remain high; thus causing 
a strain on budgets. This has 
greatly reduced the net profit 
of most cattle raisers. There is 
a desire and justifiable need 
by producers to reduce costs 
proportionally with the 
reduced calf prices to remain 
economically viable in the 
next few years until prices 
improve again. One area some 
producers have considered 
cutting back on is the amount 
spent for replacement bulls. 
This can translate to using a 
bull of reduced quality. Prices 
for bulls have moderated 
along with the calf market, but 
some producers are extremely 
hesitant to pay for quality 
bulls. Rather, they opt for 
lower priced and lower quality 
bulls. However during times 
like now, bull quality is not an 
area that should be shorted. 
Bull selection will impact 
profit for many years to come 
in the form of the following 
potential adverse impacts: 
heavier birth weights, lower 
weaning weights, lower 
carcass quality or less 
desirable heifers to be kept for 
replacements. Beef producers 

If you would prefer to receive 
the Ag & Natural Resource 

Newsletter via e-mail, please 
email me at 

jdsugg@ag.tamu.edu and I will 
add you to a mailing list. The 
benefit of being on the e-mail  

list (other than saving us money on postage) is  
that I will be e-mailing weekly Livestock  

Market reports and trends 

Want your news before  
everyone else??  

 

Rusk County Extension Agent’s Radio Report 

   Tune in to 98.5 FM & 1470 AM Monday thru Friday at  
8:00 AM and 12 PM to hear the Rusk County Extension Agents 

Report on KWRD Radio  
Henderson, Texas 

 
We will be discussing a wide array of Agricultural, Natural Resource, 4‐H, and Family 

and Community Health related issues and events 

Rusk County  
113 East Fordall Street 
Henderson, Texas 75652 

Phone: 903-657-0376 
Fax:     903-655-8856 
E-mail: jdsugg@ag.tamu.edu 

We are on the web: 
rusk.agrilife.org 

 

PRIVATE PESTICIDE  
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 Licensed private applicators are required to re‐cer fy   
 every five years by obtaining 15 con nuing educa on   
 credits, including two credits in laws and regula ons and 
 two credits in integrated pest management (IPM), prior  
 to expira on of the license.  

List of herbicides that do not require a 
Pes cide Applicators License: 

Milestone 
Chaparrel 
PastureGuard 
Redeem R&P 
Spike 20P 
Spike 80DF 
Vista XLT 

Cimarron Extra 
Remedy Ultra 
Cimarron Plus 
Reclaim 
VelPar L 
Amber 
Pastora 

            Rusk County Farmers’ Market 

      

Loca on: Henderson Community Center,  
   Parking Lot at Fair Park 

    Saturdays 
 

Locally grown vegetables, herbs, fruits, handmade cra s, 
jewelry, candles, jellies/jams and brown bag mixes. 

***CLOSED FOR THE SEASON*** 




